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I am now Chief Technology Officer at Artemis Space. I have also led projects for STEAM 
education, focusing on sustainability, technology, and space in schools and communities 
throughout North Wales. Working for an SME I have the freedom to develop new ideas, find 
the technological gaps, develop new research, and develop and manage technical innovation. 

After school, I felt frustrated with education – feeling that I had worked hard for little reward. I 
started Open University when I was 23 and eventually gained the confidence to do a foundation 
year and degree in Physics with Space Science and Technology when I was 25. It was at Leicester 
University that I decided to be tested for disabilities and was diagnosed with Dyslexia and Irlens. 

I have enjoyed science and engineering since I was a child (my dad was an engineer in the RAF). 
I wanted to understand the universe and there wasn’t a science that did not interest me as a 
teenager. I decided to study with the Open University when they were developing Beagle 2 in 
the early 2000s – from there I became interested in space technology.

I attended many primary schools growing up as my family moved a lot, however my learning 
issues were the same in every school, high effort low attainment. But I had faith that the grades 
I received did not reflect my knowledge or ability. I left school not knowing I had Dyslexia, with 
only two GCSEs higher than a C and having failed at A-level. 

The beauty of physics and STEMM careers is that they require problem solving, systematic trial 
and error and the occasional leap of faith, which I find equally apply to learning to overcome 
my disability. I have always needed to take things to pieces and understand why they are put 
together the way that they are, always questioning why and if there is a simpler way.

My biggest advice is that you should never give up, there isn’t ever only one way to do something. 
Set out with a clear goal but don’t be afraid to change how you get there. This may mean looking 
for help when you need it, from friends, professionals or technology and software.
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