
Types of enquiry: pattern seeking (KS1 & KS2) 
 
The new science curriculum puts working scientifically at the heart of primary 
science and there's increased focus on children learning to work as scientists 
rather than just acquiring scientific knowledge. Pattern seeking is a working 
scientifically skill that needs to be developed in primary school. A video 
summarising the new curriculum is also available. Ogden primary curriculum 
resources can be found on the Ogden website: 
www.ogdentrust.com/resources. 
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Pattern seeking is a type of enquiry that sometimes causes confusion 
because people   
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think pattern seeking is involved in all types of enquiry. The reason why it is 
treated separately   
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is for a particular type of science enquiry where you cannot control all the 
variables, so it   
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wouldn't be a comparative or fair test; instead, they're looking at a real-life 
situation and   
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starting to look for any causal relationships in that. Big questions that you 
might come across   
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for a pattern-seeking enquiry are: what features make someone be able to 
jump the farthest,   
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or jump the highest; does your shoe size change with your age or your height 
change with your   
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age. In all of these cases, there are multiple variables that the children will 
not be able   
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to control but nevertheless they will be able to collect some data and look for 
patterns and   
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trends in that data. Pattern seeking is great for preliminary tests and this is 
where the   
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children can carry out their pattern-seeking enquiry and make some 
predictions about how   
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things might be. These predictions could then be tested through comparative 
tests or fair   
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tests so it could be used as a starter for a further enquiry. Children 
sometimes find   
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making predictions difficult about things that they've not really considered 
before, it also gives   
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children great experiences in using evidence to check their predictions are 
true and justify them. 
 
01:25 
The Ogden Trust 
 
01:34 
Making Physics Matter 

 


	Types of enquiry: pattern seeking (KS1 & KS2)
	Transcript


