
? What we did

The activity was carried out in a large space where the 
children had plenty of room to create and perform their 
dances. The children began by listen to the story Older 
Than the Stars and enjoying the illustrations. This was 
followed by a class discussion where children were 
encouraged to discuss abstract ideas that had been 
touched upon, including the Big Bang, ideas about 
matter and atoms, and the idea that they are all as old 
as the stars.

The children were then organised into groups of six to 
create a dance performance, retelling the story using 
movement. The children shared ideas, planned, 
collaborated and evaluated their dances until they were 
ready to perform them to the rest of the class. They 
were provided with props such as helium balloons, balls 
and hula hoops to help bring their performance to life.

After the children had watched each performance there 
was a discussion to explore how movement had been 
used to illustrate different parts of the story. The 
children were supported in providing feedback to each 
other, identifying what they liked about each other’s 
performances and how they thought they could have 
made it even better.

Why this activity?

CERN activities
Older than the stars

This activity was designed to expose children in 
KS1 to the big ideas about the universe and its 
history. In order to make these abstract themes 
accessible to a younger audience, the picture book 
Older Than the Stars by Karen C. Fox was used as a 
stimulus for the children to create dance 
performances that told the story of the history of 
our universe. The aim of the activity was to use 
science themes to inspire creativity and curiosity.

Inspired by Older Than the Stars by Karen C. Fox, children choreograph their own dance performances to tell the story of the universe.

Credit: Charlesbridge
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Related activities
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The children developed a basic 
understanding of the history of the universe 
and an appreciation of their place in space

To children were able to collaborate to 
create a science-inspired performance that 
they were proud of

The children enjoyed using dance, 
movement and dramatic performance to 
retell a story

The children were inspired by scientific ideas

To raise the profile of science in the school

To develop stronger cross-curricular links 
between science and other areas of the 
curriculum

To support transition between the KS1 and 
KS2 science curriculum

For inspiration on how to read this story with 
expression, listen to the narration by Charles 
Malone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lp1_dCIXqSw

Make sure the children know the story well 
before they work on their performances, 
perhaps they can have heard it several times 
or maybe you could have a copy of the book 
available for each of the groups as they work 
on their performances.

Take some time to discuss the key terms in the 
glossary and find some creative ways for 
children to engage with this new scientific 
vocabulary so that they can use it with 
confidence when discussing each other’s 
performances.

The Ogden Trust resource – Scientific ideas over time: history of the universe – connects really well with this 
activity. Children can take their learning from the book and explore the timeline of the events they have 
learnt about.

https://www.ogdentrust.com/resources/scientific-ideas-over-time-history-of-the-universe


