
 
 

   
 

Pros and Cons of online courses 

Pros Cons 

• You get proper teaching, feedback 
and assessment by leading 
academics at a recognised university 

• The Open University has over 50 
years experience teaching distance 
learning 

• You are not committed to the time 
or cost of a full degree. 

• It will cost you less than attending a 
traditional university, mainly 
because you can live at home. 

• You can do it full-time to get a 
degree in 3 years. 

• You can work at the same time as 
you can chose the hours you study. 

• You can work at your own pace in 
lectures and revisit sections you 
missed 

• The learning material is tailored to 
give the best learning online. 

• Or you can do it part time taking up 
to 16 years 

• You can work or look after a family 
at the same time. 

• Distance Learning universities such 
as the Open University provide 
blended learning courses so that 
you have access to material that suit 
your learning best. For some people 
that means all online other prefer 
books and handout. 

• You can get a student loan for full 
time study. 

• There are still societies you can join 
and there is a strong community 
that you can get involved in. 

• Asking questions is often easier and 
there is often lots of peer support. 

• You will have to be more 
determined and self-disciplined 
than the average student 

• It can be hard for people to 
understand that though you are 
doing distance learning you need 
hours to study and be left alone. 

• You don’t get all of the same 
experiences of student life 

• Part time requires persistence 

• It can be easy to let the work slide 
until it can be difficult to catch up. 

• You won’t get the same 
experimental experience. 

• Your dissertation probably won’t be 
experimental. 

• You might not have the same 
exposure to research you would at a 
traditional university. 

• You can sometimes feel isolated 

• Working at the same time can be 
draining. 

 

 


