How to...
support your school as a science governor
Aim
To support and encourage the development
of science and science leaders within your
school.
Introduction
Although science is considered a core subject, it is
not assessed in primary years in the same way as
English and maths and may not always get the
same level of attention, especially when strategic
plans are made. If you have a science background
or career, and a passion to promote science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM)
subjects you could bring your experience and
expertise to the role of school science governor.
The board of governors has responsibility for
working with headteachers and the senior
leadership team in setting the strategic direction
for their school and reviewing educational
standards so that children and young people have
the chance to realise their full potential. They
support headteachers, but also ask questions and
make sure the school is being led in the right
direction.
If you take on the responsibility for science within
the governing body, you are in a prime position to
ensure that the subject is embedded into the
ethos of the school from the very top. You can
provide a voice for science and play a crucial role
in setting the strategic direction for science
education across your school.

Being a science governor enables you to:
inspire the next generation of scientists and
engineers by showing them the
opportunities that can open up from
studying STEM.
support the head of science in lots of small
but important ways; from collecting bottle
tops for an investigation to being someone
they can bounce ideas off.
get involved in a local school, seeing
first-hand what the children are experiencing
and being able to join in (and help to grow)
the school STEM activities.
give back to a school that is helping children
to develop and learn. One headteacher
commented: “we couldn’t do our job
without you.”

What do you have to do?
As the science governor, you need to ask the right
questions to dig beneath the surface and get a
good grasp of the quality of science provision
across your school. In bringing together the
evidence from these questions, you will be well
placed to support school leaders in making
informed decisions about the school’s next steps in
developing primary science education.
The new Ofsted framework for primary schools has
shifted the focus away from data and put more
emphasis on a broad, engaging curriculum. This
means that Ofsted inspectors are now looking more
closely at science. As the science governor, you will
be well placed to support and encourage the
development of science and science leaders within
your school and ensure that Ofsted expectations
will be met.

Top tips for being a science governor
Review one aspect of science education every
academic year, provide the science subject
leader with your questions in advance and
give them a half term to collect evidence to
be able to answer before you come in for a
review.
Each year present the findings of your
review, in collaboration with the science
subject leader, to the governing body. Use
this presentation to identify the new targets
for the development of science.
Encourage schools to ensure that targets for
developing science education are included in
the school development plan.
Support science subject leaders in their
quality assurance of the subject by being
involved in:
- pupil voice focus groups
- pupil interviews to explore their
science books (summer term)
- learning walks
- paired lesson observations
- work scrutiny

Where possible, be actively involved in
enrichment activities by joining science field
trips, supporting teachers in finding science
visitors to support learning, attending family
learning nights and being actively involved in
events such as Science Week or the annual
science fair.
Understand the physical environment where
science is taught – is it in the classrooms or
does the school have a science space or lab?
Are there science wall displays?

Reviewing science
If you are new to the role of science governor, you may want to keep your first review of science
quite general so that you get a feel for the strengths and areas that need development.
What are the strengths in science provision across the school and how do you know?
What are the areas for development in science provision across the school? How will
these be addressed? What are the priority areas?
Review any supporting documentation – eg self-evaluation forms, school
development plan, portfolios prepared for awards such as PSQM, SEQM.
As you become more familiar with science provision across the school you might like to focus
your review in a particular area so that you can really support the science leader in developing
teaching and learning. Possible foci might include curriculum, working scientifically, assessment,
resources, enrichment or science capital. The Ogden Science Governors group can offer advice
and guidance to help you through this process.

Ogden Science Governors group
The Ogden Science Governors group is
an informal network that:
offers support and guidance to
best promote STEM in primary.
shares ideas, success stories,
trends and influences from
industry.
disseminates useful documents,
pro-formas and strategic ideas.
highlights any upcoming events
which may be of interest to
schools.
An Ogden Science Governor Lead
facilitates (online) discussions across the
group, shares useful news and updates,
and co-ordinates the provision of
information and guidance documents.
As a network sharing support, ideas
and best practice, the group helps
science governors to better support
school science provision.
Email:
clare.webster@ogdentrust.com if
you would like to join the Ogden
Science Governors group.

As a school science
governor, I am proud to
offer my assistance
wherever possible to
the fantastic work done
by our science lead, be
that reviewing the
school development
plan, undertaking the
pupil voice
questionnaires, helping
with external trips, or
taking on the difficult
task of judging the science fair entries!
“I benefit from being part of the science governor
group because I feel more informed when I meet
with my school science lead, and I can bring
relevant ideas to the table. It gives me a network
of useful contacts with their own insights into the
STEM world and provides a valuable link to
like-minded individuals with their wealth of
experience and ideas.
Clare Webster
Ogden Science Governor Lead

