
As I was giving talks on both the '4 years of the SETI Cipher Challenge' and the new 
'SotonAstroArt' my main goal was just to promote these two projects and then 
network with people about them and get ideas for how to make the projects work 
better and be more engaging etc. 
 

I was expected SETI to be the main focus of my CAP experience, but it was actually 
the opposite and I made much more contacts with regards to the ART talk. 
 

Unfortunately my SETI talk was the first talk after a short coffee break (the one main 
problem with this conference is it went from being 250 people 2 years ago to now 
almost 500 people, so a lot of talks and parallel sessions, but not much time for 
breaks, networking in general or chance to explore the new museum, there was also 
no big enough to have a break in :/ as this doubled as the poster room) so a lot of 
people arrived during my talk or nearer the end, I did get a few questions but didn't 
make many useful contacts in this session.  
 

However, the Art session was totally different, my talk was the fourth talk and the 
room got more and more full in the lead up to my talk- I think there was close to 100 
people in this parallel session by the time I finished. I had many questions and lots of 
interest from the astronomy communicators who work with artists. I got lots of ideas 
in the talks before mine, these were on music in the stars, the ALMA artists in 
residence program and there was a really interesting talk on 'Pop Culture in Science' 
and how to use mutual ground to share knowledge. I had a lot of questions in my talk 
and then over the remaining days of the conference 4 people came up to me to give 
me their cards.  
 

I then attended the Art session the next day and saw an amazing talk by Niamh 
Shaw who is an artist in residence in Dublin, she is actually friends with one of the 
lead artists on my project, Melanie and she said she really enjoyed my talk. She is a 
very inspiring women and I was totally captivated by her talk and felt very inspired to 
try and become more of a media/science comedy personality, like her. She has a 
one woman show called 'Diary of a Martian Bee Keeper' and it will be at the Fringe, 
so I am hoping to see that if I end up performing with the Science Showoff people 
this August. I really felt a connection to her and on the last day of the conference she 
gave me her card and wished me all the best in my future, she said our lives seemed 
to be on a similar trajectory which I felt very complimented by. Meeting her has made 
me more ambitious regarding my current direction in science communication. 
 

I also took a lot away from Elizabeth Tasker's talk on the misinformation around the 
'Habitable Zone' and I aim to change my Aliens Talk so that the slides where I talk 
about exoplanets etc is more clear and not misleading students.  I also learned that 
there is information available from the IAU OAD office to help with writing GCRF 
proposals, so I intend to use this information as I have been tasked with writing 
GCRF proposals in the past and am likely to need to help with them in the future. 
Finally there was an interesting talk on 'finding you brand' from the Dunlap Inst in 
Toronto, around finding your niche area and embracing it, and I loved talk from Italy 
about a role playing game for kids which was centred around learning about Saturn, 
they have also made a creative commons book on this subject and I aim to contact 
them about this as I would like to write a story or book linked to the art project. 


