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assessment in the new curriculum, scientific 
inquiry through exploration days.

Phizzi Foreword
                      

Welcome 
Has Spring finally arrived? This term has seen many developments at The Ogden Trust 
- a growing number of Phiz Labs, the creation of new Primary Partnerships and our new 
'Phizzi Forces' CPD has been designed, trialled and is now ready to be delivered! 

The spring term ended on a high, with British Science Week having come and gone 
(celebrated by a fantastic Big Bang Fair at the NEC), and not forgetting the Solar 
Eclipse! This issue is a busy one with a host of case studies to read, including our 
popular section Phizzi Pioneers - inspiring ideas to raise the profile of science in school 
(particularly physical science). There are also two new sections; Phizzi Frontiers - our 
Space themed section and Phizzi Forces - a guide to our new CPD package.  

I hope you're inspired by this 2nd edition of Phizzi News. I'd like to finish by thanking 
everyone for their kind words about our very first edition - i'll leave you with some 
uplifting comments! 

I think Phizzi News is fantastic! If you ever need articles, i'd be happy to put a few words 
together’ Dr Pete Edwards, Director of Science Outreach, Ogden Centre for 
Fundamental Physics, Durham University 

‘This is really great. The photos are fantastic! Well done.’ Jane Turner, Director of PSQM 

‘What a nice thing to drop into my inbox on a dreary Thursday!’ James de Winter, Ogden 
Consultant in Physics Teacher Training, Cambridge University 

‘Well done on another great initiative!’ Janet Pickering, Reporting Inspector, Trainer & 
Consultant, Ogden Trust Regional Representative 

‘I've just been reading Phizzi News - well done, it's packed. I particularly liked the ideas 
you have included for learning walls and 5 minute physics!’  Louise Edwards, Director of 
The Pilot Partnership, East Birmingham 

‘Wow this is amazing, we need to do more. Great piece of work, please send our 
regards to Wendy and the team, it is a phenomenally professional piece of work.’ 
Cameron Ogden, Trustee
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Opened on 27th November 2013, 
Ridgeway was the second Phiz Lab 
to be opened.  
The Phiz Lab was developed in partnership with 
Ridgeway Middle School to support primary 
science within the school and as a resource for 
other pupils, parents and teachers in the 
surrounding area. The room was previously a 
standard classroom. 

Since the launch there have been some great 
developments: 

• Science news articles in the local paper 

• KS2 science teaching in specialist facilities 

• Regional and national meetings for science 
teachers 

• STEM clubs (electronics) 

• Free whole day local CPD for primary science 
teachers (forces) 

• Twilight sessions 

• Year 3 Science Days for 100's of pupils 

• Increase in the profile of science across the 
school 

• Formation of a 20 strong Science Committee 

One of the new items - a 'kart', donated to the 
Phiz Lab has become a great outdoor learning 
experience for children at Ridgeway and further 
afield. 

The school is working towards Primary Science 
Quality Mark and looking forward to validating 
the good start that has been made through the 
nationally recognised award.

Phiz Lab Focus
Ridgeway Middle School Phiz Lab  
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Phiz Lab No. 5 Progress 
In the first edition we witnessed the creation of Phiz Lab 5 at Our Lady of the Assumption, Coventry. 
In this feature, we look at the progress made! 

The fifth Phiz Lab was officially opened by Tim Simmons. Based at Our Lady of the Assumption 
Catholic Primary School, Coventry, the lab provides a fantastic, dedicated science space for 
students at the school and will also provide a valuable, practical training room for science teachers. 

AND, the students themselves are helping to run the lab! The school has a committee of students 
who are all passionate about science and are now working with their teachers to share the fun of 

physics. Three students are working as lab technicians - using their 
lunchtimes to make sure that the Phiz Lab is set up with all the equipment the teachers need to deliver their 
science lessons. 

One science news-hound is responsible for keeping an eye out for anything in the news that is science 
related. They must then update the news board in the Phiz Lab and add interactive questions to the board 
too, such as, ‘If you could visit a planet, which one would you visit?’ 

Finally the school now has two year 6 Phizzi Journalists, who produce and release a monthly Phizzi 
newsletter to go home with each child. This can include: experiments to do at home; science lesson of the 
month; pictures of science lessons at school; a word search; and 
science news-story of the month. 

Our Lady of the Assumption Primary is also preparing to become a 
hub school for a new Coventry Ogden Primary Partnership. This will enable the school to offer 
their Phiz Lab to neighbouring schools and use the lab as a venue for physical science CPD. 

After their first lesson in the brand new Phiz Lab, the response from Year 6 Students has been 
fantastic!  "They THOROUGHLY enjoyed it" say teacher Emma Muntoni.  "We were cheering all 
the way there. I'm not sure what it is, but I honestly felt like we focused so much more on the 
science going on, and the learning was so much more effective. I shared these thoughts with the 
children and they all agreed!" 

When asked 'What do you think of the Phiz Lab and why?', students commented; 
‘It’s a great setup because there are lots of good displays around with science e.g. my 
Newshound board and the interactive models on the side’. 

‘It’s a great place to work. I like having my lessons in there, and wearing the labcoat’. (Yr6) 

‘I’ve just been in and I love it! I like that we have just a proper science room in our school – most schools just have classrooms but we 
have a proper room. There’s lots of science things surrounding me’. (Yr5) 

‘I like it because not many schools have a room like that and we’ve got lots of things in there like our solar system on the ceiling and 
the skeleton and lots of things on the side’. (Yr4) 

To come.... 
The creation of Phiz Lab no. 
6!  The Physics Factory at 
King Edward VI Five Ways is 
being rebranded as an 
Ogden Phiz Lab. The official 
opening date - 24th March 
2015. Read the next edition 
of Phizzi News for updates 
and photos! 

Phizzi Future
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The Science Committee at Holywell 
The new Science Committee at Holywell, has been running since late 
November.  Initially the idea of having Year 6 children was suggested, but they 
already hold numerous roles within school (prefects, monitors, librarians etc.) 
Therefore, the Science Leaders/Technicians were elected from Year 5.  

Following this in January, a whole school science assembly was held, where 
the role of ‘Science Assistant’, was opened up to children in Year 4 also.  
Children who were interested in this role let staff know, and a termly rota has 
subsequently been set up.  The assembly was aimed at raising the profile of 
the Science Assistants within school and to share simple fun science facts, and 
just how amazing science is!  The “Newsflash” board was also introduced; an area in the main school where science 
articles in the press, as well as photos of science in each year group are being displayed – ensuring science is visible not 
only in the Phiz Lab, but also in the main body of the school.    

Since this assembly more newspaper articles for the display have been brought in by the children; it is particularly 
pleasing that they are starting to engage with science at home.  One boy even brought a microscope into school to show 
his class! 

Although it’s still in its early days, the Science Committee/Assistants have now started to take responsibility for preparing 
the Phiz Lab for lessons as well as checking resources for teachers in advance of lessons (for example, batteries when 
using the torches). Having dedicated Science Assistants prepared to source equipment and with an improving knowledge 
of the ‘range’ of resources available to teachers, it is ensuring that staff are aiming to use them and the equipment on 
offer. 

Introducing this relatively simple idea, we hope, will continue to raise the profile of science in the school and in turn 
engage more children overall.   

Jan Davies, Science Coordinator, Holywell 

Robert Smythe Academy Primary Science 
Conference 
This was our 6th annual primary science conference, held in the depths of winter on Saturday 
30th January. Well over 300 keystage two children attended from 13 different primary schools 
along with 20 teachers, 6 student teachers and about 40 Robert Smyth student volunteers. 

The day kicked off with a talk entitled, "What Can Science Do" which included demonstrations 
of seeing the invisible. The children then attended 3 of the 18 workshops on offer that included; Explosions, Astronaut Science, 
Eruption Construction, Spaghetti Towers and Slime. The day was rounded off with a exciting talk from Andy McMurray from the 
National Space Centre. 

Judith Green, Robert Smythe Academy, Market Harborough

Phizzi Pioneers
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2014 Year 6 Scientist of the Year 

5

Particle Physics for Beginners 
Dr Maria Pavlidou and Dr Cristina Lazzeroni from Birmingham University Physics department have developed 
a “Particle Physics for Beginners” workshop for Year 6 children that they have started to take out to primary 
Schools across Warwickshire and the West Midlands. The workshop is a fantastic opportunity for the children 
to learn about the world of fundamental particles. They participate in activities to model how a particle 
accelerator works and Dr Lazzeroi explains about the work done at CERN, Geneva where she often works. 
The children also learn all about the families of particles and create models of the particles from balls, 
changing their mass with plasticine. As a challenge task some groups even learn how to create Feynman 
diagrams and write stories to describe the interactions of particles – this is actually part of the A-Level physics 
course but has been made perfectly accessible for the older primary school pupils.  It is a wonderfully creative 
and fascinating afternoon and yet another great opportunity for primary children to meet with professional 
physicists and find out all about their work. 

Newsflash!  
Yr6 Scientist of the Year Awards ceremony at Birmingham 

University this year will be Thursday 25th June

Anna and Pratchi demonstrating how 
particle collisions at CERN works

Jamie and his boson particle. “My 
particle is a gluon - so I just glued 

everything on it”

Jonah making  Feynman 
diagrams to show how 
particles interact. “It is 

amazing that particles and 
antiparticles can annihilate 

each other”. Fingers crossed 
that Jonah never meets an  

anti-Jonah.
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Physics Focus 
Engaging Pupils in Scientific Inquiry 

Make ‘Working Scientifically’ a practical, productive and positive experience for everybody.   Set a day or half day aside to engage in 
practical scientific inquiry.  Be flexible and prepared to follow the children’s ideas! 

The science content in this exploration day is not mentioned in the new primary curriculum but it is an area that primary pupils are 
fascinated by and has numerous literacy links. 

Organising a Light Fantastic Exploration Day 

Objectives:  Working Scientifically Key Stage 1 (easily adapted 
for LKS2 and UKS2) 

• asking simple questions and recognising that they can be             
            answered in different ways  

• observing closely, using simple equipment 

• performing simple tests 

• using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to   
            questions 

Resources: card templates with circular discs pre-printed (these 
could also be adapted for differentiation as pre-printed 
segments), a range of prisms if you have them – if not a glass of 
water can produce a spectrum (rainbow) of light, torches or LED 
light devices; story book; coloured chocolate/sweet wrappers; 

Organisation: To begin the session read a story about rainbows, 
then ask children to sort the true/false/don’t know statements as 
a class (or in smaller groups).  Discuss the outcomes and what children would like to know.  It is 
a good idea to have some statements about rainbows which contradict one another. 

Allow a few minutes for the children to explore the equipment on the tables.  Q. What do they 
notice? 

Pupils work individually, in pairs or small groups using the resources to test the question, “What is 
Light?” the teacher photographing and observing their inquiry approaches using post-it notes or a 
notepad.  The children can make a Newton’s Colour Wheel and investigate the results.  Q. What 
happens when they change the order/number of colours? 

Possible questions to investigate: 1) How do we make white light? 2) Is it possible to separate 
light?  3) What are the colours of a rainbow? 4) How can I make different colours using light? 

To complete the activity, ask each pair or group to write a report / sentence with diagrams or a 
photograph of their experience – add this to the class Big Book for science exploration.  

Questioning – a story or picture book is an effective way to open an investigation - 
Rainbow Tales for Kids: Four Short Stories About Rainbows for Children by Richard de 
Gallienne or Rainbow and You by E. C. Krupp.   

Establish a starting point - sorting statements into three categories:  

True; False; Don’t Know; e.g. You can touch a rainbow 

You get rainbows in the dark 

Rainbows are always curved 

Rainbows only happen when it rains 

Recording Progress – use of an 
A2 ‘Big Book’ is a quick and 
effective way to record the activity, 
similar to a Reception Learning 
Journal .  Take photographs 
throughout, use post-it notes to 
record quotations or observations 
and ask children to comment on 
their learning as it happens.   

Phizzi Progression
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Physics Focus in Key Stage 2 
5 Minute Physics – Light and Shadows 

Light travels in straight lines. When it hits an 
opaque object it is blocked and, therefore, the 
area behind the object is in darkness. This is 
called a shadow. A transparent object will not 
make any shadow, as light will pass straight 
through it. Opaque objects make dark 
shadows. Translucent objects make faint 
shadows. 

The size of the shadow depends on the 
position of the object. If the object is moved 
closer to the light source, the shadow gets 
bigger. If the object is moved further away 
from the light source, the shadow gets 
smaller. 

Make a Shadow Theatre 

Ask the pupils to apply 
t he i r know ledge o f 
shadow formation and 
factors that affect the 
size of a shadow by 
chal lenging them to 
make a shadow theatre 
and produce a shadow 
show. Lolly sticks with 
foam sticker shapes are 
a great way of making 
the puppets.

!

shadow!

light!

light!

object! screen!
How!a!shadow!is!formed!

!

shadow!

light!

light!

object!
screen!

Object!closer!to!the!screen!
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Phizzi Peers
Tom Killestein 

Tom Killestein is a Year 13 student at Caludon Castle School in Coventry. He has 
had a passion for science, particular physics from a very young age. This has 
been fuelled by his involvement in the excellent STEM Club in the school that has 
provided a wide variety of opportunities for Tom to develop his knowledge, 
enthusiasm and most importantly his ability to communicate this with a wider 
audience. Tom is an exceptional young man with a real talent for communicating 
his love of physics to a wider audience. 

Tom has regularly planned STEM workshops and challenges for local primary 
schools through the STEM club. He has also developed a great interest in practical 
astronomy using the school’s telescope and has done a great job of sharing this 

knowledge with his peers. Tom has given lectures for a variety of audiences including the Institute of Physics 
and the Ogden Trust – sharing his research on exoplanets. At the Ogden Science Fair at Warwick University 
last year he gave a presentation on exoplanets to an audience of 140 children aged 5 -14, he was an 
amazing role model for all of them.  

Tom intends to begin his career as a physics undergraduate at either Warwick or Birmingham University in the 
Autumn. The Ogden Trust would like to thank him for his efforts in sharing his love of physics with a wider 
audience and wish him all the best with his upcoming A-Level examinations and his transition to University 
life. We expect to see far more of Tom in the future sharing his love of physics and inspiring a generation of 
physicists to come. 

Ogden Trust Sponsors 'Science Super Stars' Programme For Local Primaries 

Young children from 6 primary schools have enjoyed hands-on, fun, practical lessons at Leicester High 
School for Girls. Their Sixth form students are pursuing CREST qualifications for their contribution to the 
scheme. Mr Whelpdale, Headteacher, who approached the Trust to secure funding said,  'We have 
wonderful laboratories and I wanted to help the wider community as much as we can'.

8
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For the last two years, thanks to our role as an Ogden Trust 
Partnership School we have been able to run a Sixth Form Primary 
Physics club. This involves students in Year 12 planning, delivering 
and evaluating 12 weeks of after school Physics clubs for students 
between years 4 and 6 in some of our local Primary schools.  The 
sixth formers opt in to take part as it requires a great deal of 
commitment and dedication but this year we have 12 students 
going into 4 local Primary schools. 

The scheme is invaluable to our students as it provides them with 
the opportunity to develop their communication skills, particularly 
scientific communication as they have to ensure they pitch their 
sessions at a level appropriate for the students they are teaching. It 
gives our students the opportunity to develop their time 
management skills as they must plan their lessons in advance and 
submit them to the class teacher who supervises the session.  
They have to take responsibility for contacting the schools and 
arranging preliminary visits, and ensuring they find out all they can 
about their students so they can target their sessions appropriately. 
It gives them experience of working in a professional environment 
as when they deliver the sessions, they are the teachers and are 
treated as such. 

As well as developing the skill set of our students, the resilience 
and commitment they demonstrate is also recognised and 
rewarded by them achieving a Silver Crest Award which can then 
be included on their UCAS applications, their work can also be 
recognised as the volunteering section of their Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award Scheme, silver or gold. 

The students who get involved thoroughly enjoy the independence 
and opportunity to develop their own way of engaging the younger 
students in topics that they find interesting and fun.  This is what 
two of our students said when asked about their experience in 
delivering the Primary Physics Clubs: 

“I decided to do the Primary Physics Club because I enjoy physics 
and working with children.  I was quite nervous for the first session 
which I didn’t expect but I felt a responsibility to do a good job 

whilst teaching them.  The highlights were seeing the children’s 
enthusiasm for each session, especially the practicals and getting 
such positive feedback from the teachers and children.  Overall it 
was very challenging but a very worthwhile experience." 

"I chose to take part in the Primary Physics Club initially because I 
thought it would support my UCAS application for University; I 
didn’t expect to get much else out of the experience because I 
didn’t really know what it would be like. 

Having completed my sessions I’m really glad I took part.  I don’t 
have any experience with younger children so it was a lot of fun 
teaching them.  I learnt that their minds process information in a 
completely different way and you never know whether you are 
going to get in right when you explain an idea to them; this means 
you have to constantly think about the way you address them an 
change your explanations depending on their responses. 

One of the biggest highlights was when one of the girls wrote us a 
note to thank us and telling us that we were the best science 
teachers they had experienced. We also received excellent 
feedback via the Headteacher from the parents.   

I hope that during our time there we inspired some of the children 
into wanting to know a bit more about physics and the way the 
world works." 

When it comes to the younger students, we hope that by having 
young adults coming into their schools to work with them, they are 
able to see that physics is fun and it allows you to question and 
attempt to explain why things are the way they are. It also allows 
them to spend time with students who have chosen to study the 
subject to a higher level and who genuinely enjoy it. 

Isidor Isaac Rabi once said "I think physicists are the Peter Pans of 
the human race. They never grow up and they keep their curiosity."  
I hope that our students help to inspire the next generation of Peter 
Pans! 

Lauren James,  
Head of Physics, Alcester Grammar School 

Alcester Grammar Sixth Form Science Club



Phizzi Forces 
The	  Ogden	  Trust	  Primary	  Science	  Conference	  

In	  partnership	  with	  

‘Forces’	  
On Friday 27th February, nearly 80 primary school 
teachers arrived bright and early at KES for a day of 
Forces CPD. Four workshops were held throughout the 
day, ranging from ‘Fabulous Friction’ to ‘Implementing 
the New Primary Science Curriculum’ to ‘Exploration 
Days’ to ‘Taking the Physics Outside’. 

Tim Simmons, chief executive of the Ogden Trust joined 
the day, commenting on the standard of each workshop, 
led by Ogden Teacher Fellows; ‘their combined expertise 
and enthusiasm was infectious, and I was very 
impressed with their professionalism and the quality of 
the presentations’ 

Delegates walked away with increased subject 
knowledge, a gratnell ‘Phizzi Forces’ tray of resources 
(containing force meters and mass sets), lots of ideas 
and of course a copy of Phizzi News! 

Participant Sarah Camwell commented;  

‘I just wanted to thank you personally for an absolutely 
brilliant course at KES today. CPD time is so precious 
and it was really refreshing to attend training that was 
genuinely useful from start to finish. The balance 
between 'hands on' and theoretical workshops was just 
right and I have come away really inspired and raring to 
go with new projects. I can't wait to further explore the 
Ogden Trust resources and I am sure that they will save 
me hours of work. 
Please pass on my thanks to all of the Ogden Teacher 
Fellows who presented today. I hope to see you again 
soon for the follow-up session.’ 

10
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Train the Trainer 
On Thursday 5th February the Ogden Primary 
Science Team led their first Train the Trainer day at 
the Chipping Campden Phiz Lab. 14 people 
attended the event, with delegates coming from 
across the UK - from Norwich to Northern Ireland! 

Jackie Flaherty, Ogden Teacher Fellow, hosted the 
event to share the Primary Forces CPD day with a 
wider team of Ogden Science Officers and Teacher 
Fellows. 

Over the past four months, the Ogden Primary 
Science Team, co-ordinated by Wendy Cox, has 
been refining its Primary Forces CPD day to 
create a high quality, professional package, 
designed to be delivered by Ogden Science 
Officers and Teacher Fellows to Primary School 
teachers all over the UK. The aim is to ensure a 
consistent and exciting approach to the key strands 
of primary physics - and the Forces package is the 
first of four that they hope to develop. 

"The team has created a book of 10 forces 
enquiries with clear plans, differentiated questioning 
suggestions and model outcomes," explains team 
member and Teacher Fellow, Amanda Poole.  "The 
enquiries are suitable for Y1 to Y6 learners, and 
progression in both English and Maths is built into 
the resource. The book is accompanied by a 
resource box with equipment required for all of the 
enquiries to be run back in schools. This first cohort 
of physics education specialists will now take this 
model out to their own area of the country to 
support the development of physics in primary 
schools there." 

The Train the Trainer CPD was very well received. 
"It was a great day with so many great ideas for 
supporting primary teachers in their development of 
physics subject knowledge and ideas for engaging 
and challenging science lessons for the children in 
their schools," concludes Amanda. 

 

"Thank you so much for sharing this fantastic resource."

"Really enjoyed the day 
and look forward to 

having the opportunity to 
support primary 

colleagues with delivery 

of primary physics."

"You were all 

brilliant - thank you."

"Well planned and 

presented. Gave me a good 

overview of the vision for this 

type of training for the Trust 

and also the nuts and bolts 

to deliver a brilliant forces 

session to primary teachers. 

Thank you."

"Thank you, great to meet up 

with like minded people and 
old friends. Well prepared 

(thanks to the technicians as 

well) and much appreciated. 
Thank you."

11
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Phizzi Frontiers 

Space Camp is the brain child of Amanda Poole at Shrubland Street Phiz Lab. The project has been 
brought to life with the help of the Shine Trust through their ‘Let Teachers Shine’ competition. The aim 
of the project is to use Space Science as a mechanism to provide memorable life experiences for 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds enhancing science learning, supporting basic skills 
development and developing a love of learning. A sustainable project of mini and extended residential 
Space Camps where children participate in a range of hands on Space Science learning activities 
including practical astronomy developing their scientific knowledge and enhancing their skills in working 
scientifically. 

'Spooky Space' Resources’ -  
http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/collection/1665/spooky-space-creative-teaching-of-space://
www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/collection/1665/spooky-space-creative-teaching-of-space

12
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Space Camp  

A Recount by Mikki Bull (Year 5) 
January 8th 2015 was the day Year 5 had our first Space Camp at Shrubland Street – We were really excited.,everyone in our 
class likes learning about Space. 

First we came to school and we were told which tent we were in which were all named after famous space craft After 
unpacking and we went outside to look at stars. We used Starwalk on the ipads to help to name the things we could see. We 
were also used binoculars which were amazing, we could see so many more stars. I saw Pegasus, Orion, Ursa Minor, Cassiopia 
and we saw a nebula in Orion which was a cloud of dust and gas where baby stars were forming. 

We met an astronomer from Warwick University called Professor Andrew Levan and we asked him lots of questions. We 
learned that the universe is 13.7 billion years old and there are other planets going around other stars outside our solar 
system. While we were asking questions we had a cup of hot chocolate which warmed us up after being outside. 

Later on that night we did a few activities year - a tour of the Solar System, looking at all the planets and Space arts and 
crafts. In the arts and crafts we made constellation projectors, we drew constellations and made holes with split pins. Then we 
made some nebular pictures, we did that by blending pastel colours on black paper and dabbing tiny blobs of white paint on it.  

After getting changed into our pyjamas we settled down to watch a film called EARTH TO ECHO which was about a group of 
children helping an alien get back to his own planet. It was sad in parts and very exciting. 

We all woke up to a wonderful breakfast of Bacon and Sausage sandwiches thanks to Gwen and Hazel, our cleaners. Then we 
had a REALLY big tidy up. After this we finished off our constellation projectors and used torches to look at our star 
constellations, they looked so cool.  

Later on we went into a Planetarium to look at a video about if there is life on other planets; it was called “We are Aliens”, 
presented by Dr Emilio from Warwick University.  

We finished off our space camp with an assembly for all the parents. It was great to have so many parents in school to let 
them know what we have been up to and show them all the photos. 

Space camp is the best. I had a great time and learned lots of new things. When I grow up I would really like to be an 
astronomer or an astronaut, I just love learning about space. 

Mickleton Primary School, Solar Eclipse Competition Entries

13



���16

Phizzi Family 
Stargazing at St. Bede’s  
Catholic Middle School 
Dr Johanna Jarvis returned to St. Bede’s Catholic Middle School on Tuesday 24th 
February 2015 to lead our third annual stargazing event. The weather was not as 
kind as in previous years and opportunities to go outside were limited by thin clouds 
that made direct observation somewhat problematic. Dr Jarvis is, however, a 
remarkable speaker and the audience were enthralled with the journey that she 
took us on through the night sky to different constellations, stopping at stars in various stages of their lifecycle. The 
audience was left fascinated by the prospect of Betegeuse going supernova in the not too distant future and providing a 
second light in the sky during daylight hours.  

Despite the somewhat disappointing weather conditions we did manage to take advantage of some gaps in the cloud to 
use Dr Jarvis’s impressive range of telescopes and everyone had the opportunity to see Jupiter and some of its moons.  

This was truly a community event with pupils and parents joining us from schools in both our Catholic and Ogden 
partnerships. Soup and hot drinks, ideal for countering the effects of a winter evening, were kindly provided by our PTFA 
and provided a perfect end to the evening. Fun and educational – what more could we have asked for. I foresee a surge 
in telescope, binocular and planisphere sales in Redditch – and it won’t be for the children! 

St. Nicholas’ C of E Primary School, Family Learning Night

!

On Monday 9th March, St. Nicholas’ C of E Primary 
School, Alcester held its first family learning night. The 
theme was the physics topic of ‘Forces’ and it was led by 
Dr. Jenny Watson. This event was attended by 118 
parents and children, which included some children from 
our Ogden Bidford Primary Partnership schools. The 
event consisted of a talk with audience participation, 
practical demonstrations as well as ‘hands on’ 
demonstrations and investigations. Both the children, 
who were predominantly in Year 5 and 6, and their 

parents thoroughly enjoyed the evening. They loved; 
launching balloon rockets, making the ‘put put’ boat whiz 
around in a bowl of water, inflating helium balloons and 
working out the mass of plasticine required to balance 
the forces so that  it floated in mid air and riding on the 
‘hover board.’ The focus was most definitely on making 
learning fun and there was a great balance of using and 
applying knowledge and understanding of the forces 
topic. 
 

One parent said, 'It was an amazing 
scientific evening. Isaac was buzzing 
with excitement when he came home, 

and so was my husband!’   

Jasper in Year 5 
said, 'It was very 

interesting and fun 
learning about 

forces.'

Owen in Year 5 
reported, 'It was the 
best science lesson 

ever. I especially liked 
the hover board.'

Ethan in year 5 stated, 'My Dad 
thought it was brilliant and hilarious 

that I could get up and do the 
experiments'   
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Phizzi Photos
Science Fair - University of Warwick

To find out how 
to run your 

own science 
fair, see the 

next edition of 
Phizzi News!
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Phizzi Features

Yr 6 Scientist of the Year 
Awards, University of 

Birmingham - Thursday 
June 25th 2015 

Local Events Websites
BP Educational Service 

http://bpes.bp.com/ 

Primary upd8  
http://www.primaryupd8.org.uk/ 

National STEM Centre 
www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/

primaryscience 

Planet Science 
http://www.planet-science.com/ 

Things To Try 
At Home

 RI Experimental -  
 https://www.youtube.com/
results?search_query=RI

+experimental 

Places To 
Visit

www.themadmuseum.co.uk 

Think Tank Science Garden 

Workshops
and Speakers
Particle Physics Workshop -  

Maria Pavlidou; 
 m.pavlidou@bham.ac. 

http://www.reachoutcpd.com/ 

http://www.pstt.org.uk/resources/
continuing-professional-

development.aspx 

Medium Term Plans/ Assessment - 
 https://www.tes.co.uk/
mypublicprofile.aspx?

uc=3856218&profileTab=resources 

CPD
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